Confirmation Sunday – May 17, 2009
Genesis 6:1-9: "AND HE WALKED WITH GOD"

In the name of Jesus, my fellow redeemed, and especially all 12 of you dear Christian young people,
For just a few minutes this morning, I'm going to ask you to use your imagination, and to pretend that you're a 600 year old senior citizen! Imagine how far back in time 600 years would take you. You'd have been around way before Columbus discovered America. You'd remember the days of King Arthur and his knights of the round table. You'd have witnessed the life and death of George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, and Abraham Lincoln. You'd have lived through the Civil War, Custer's Last Stand, Pearl Harbor, and D-Day, as well as the day when Leonardo Da Vinci painted his Mona Lisa and the time when Henry Ford made the first automobile. 600 years! That's a lot of life to see! Can you keep pretending for one more minute? You're a 600 year old senior citizen, but when you were a little kid, you were the only little kid who ever went to church and Confirmation class! When you became a teenager, you were the only teenager in your high school who believed in Jesus as your Savior and who had Christian values for your life! When you got married, you and your partner were the only Christian married couple in your whole neighborhood. Finally, when you were blessed with a family, your family was the only Christian family on this planet! Does that sound like a lonely life to you? 600 years would be a long time to be loyal to Jesus, when everyone else around you has deserted him!

But let's stop all this pretending and meet someone who didn't pretend any of those difficult things I just described to you. He lived them. His name is Noah. God tells us his story in 4 chapters with 97 verses in his Book. So that my sermon doesn’t get too long, I'm not going to read all 97 verses to you. But there are 5 encouraging words from this story I have picked out just for you. Are you ready for them?
"AND HE WALKED WITH GOD"

That was Noah's life-story. Noah lived 10 generations after Adam and Eve had brought sin and death to this world by listening to the devil instead of their Creator. By the time Noah was born, there were millions of people on earth, divided into two opposing camps. There were the godless descendants of Adam's first son, Cain, and there were the God-fearing descendants of Adam's third son, Seth. For centuries these two families kept far apart from one another, but after Noah was born, that changed. Believers started to hang out more and more with unbelievers. The Bible says: Bad company corrupts good character. That's exactly what happened in Noah's day. Listen to how it all got started: The sons of God saw that the daughters of men were beautiful, and they married any of them they chose. Believers started doing things their way, instead of God's way. Believers picked their partners for life not on the basis of spiritual beauty here on the inside, but upon the fading beauty of a cute face and a nice body. Pretty soon they're all choosing heathen ladies to be the mothers of their children. When homes are founded that way, it sure doesn't take long for a society to degenerate. The children born into these mixed marriages are called "Nephilim” which in Hebrew means "giants of wickedness." SUPER-SINNERS become the heroes of Noah's society - people who feel no shame over any sin, and even brag about them--people who scorn God's holy Word--these are the heroes everybody wants to be like in Noah's day. The only believers left are Noah and his family. It says here: The Lord saw how great man's wickedness on the earth had become, and that every inclination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil all the time. The Lord was grieved that he had made man on the earth, and his heart was filled with pain.
The Lord does not wish for the damnation of a single soul. But human beings no longer cared about him and his wonderful promise of a Savior. The only thing that interested these human beings was the here and now. So terrible was the moral and spiritual condition of the human race the Lord finally says: “I will wipe mankind, whom I have created, from the face of the earth--men and animals, and creatures that move along the ground, and birds of the air--for I am grieved that I have made them.” But in his great mercy, the Lord will wait with this universal flood for 120 more years, hoping some would repent.

I wonder is the story of Noah repeating itself today? When Jesus walked upon this earth he said: "As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at (my 2nd coming to this world.)" Look around you and see a world more and more under the influence of the Prince of Darkness. Who are the American heroes of the 21st century? Aren't they the sports super-stars, the Hollywood movie-stars, the Rock stars who top the music charts--those are the heroes everybody wishes they could be like. Yet many times those heroes of our world are just like the “nephilim” of Noah's world - the giants of wickedness, the super-stars of sins like greed, sexual immorality, and disrespect for God's Word! The great tragedy is that many of God's people are being drawn to these “nephilim”. The Bible says: Bad company corrupts good character. The more God's people hang out with the ungodly, the less they let their light shine for Jesus; the fewer times they speak out against this growing wickedness. Pretty soon, instead of trying to separate oneself from the ways of the godless, Christians will compromise their faith and follow the crowd.

How easy it is for you and me to swim with the current and go with the flow. But I must tell you, that's the broad road that will lead us to something far worse than this flood. It's called eternal damnation in hell. Today your Lord points you to this 600 year old believer and says to you: “Remember Noah!” It says here: Noah found favor in the eyes of the Lord. Why? Not because he was sinless. Noah had lots of sins, just like all of us. But Noah put his trust in God's promise of a Savior. That's what made him "righteous" and "blameless." Like each of you, the blood of this personal Savior washed him clean of all his sins.  "And he walked with (his Savior) God." 
When Noah was a teenager, there were wrong places to go and wrong things to do, just like there are for you teenagers today. But Noah stood alone. When Noah got married, all the other married couples were eating and drinking, buying and selling, building and planting, and nothing else. But Noah stood alone. When Noah got older, no one around him was preparing for God's Judgment Day of this Flood. But Noah stood alone. Noah stood alone for almost 600 years! It takes courage to stand all alone. Where did Noah get such courage? It tells you right here: And he walked with God. That means every day sinful Noah ran to his Lord for forgiveness. Every day Noah listened to his Lord guide him from his Word. Every day Noah turned to his Lord for the strength to do the right thing. It will take courage for you young people to say to our world, "This is not right. Let's not do it!" It takes courage for teenagers to say no to smoking a joint, drinking a six pack, being sexually active, skipping class, and cheating in school, when majority around you are doing all those things. It will take courage when you get married to put the Kingdom of God first, when so many other married couples put it dead last. It takes courage for married couples to stay together when the going gets tough; when everybody else is singing, "Hi ho! Hi ho! It's off to the lawyer we go!" It will take courage for you to spend your whole life preparing for eternity, when people laugh at you and shout, "This world is all that counts." Yes, it always takes courage to stand alone. Where will you find such courage? Again we read: And he walked with God. Remember Noah! Run to Jesus every day for forgiveness. Listen to your Jesus every Sunday here in this building; and with your Bible open every day in your home, so that he can guide your life. Turn to your Jesus every day for his strength to do the right thing. And he walked with God. That's where courage comes from. Walk with Jesus and you'll never, Never, NEVER stand alone because he'll always be right there beside you.
In the New Testament book of Hebrews, it also says this about Noah: By faith, Noah built an ark. That was the Lord's assignment to Noah. This ark was about a football field and a half long, 75 feet wide, and four stories high. That boat had to hold 8 people, 2 of every species of animal, and enough food to keep them all alive for a year. It was bigger than an ocean liner and had the capacity of over 700 railroad boxcars! Imagine building a ship like that with no modern equipment. But trusting in his Lord's help, Noah began. By faith, Noah built an ark. Imagine the time, the effort, and the money Noah invested to build this boat. But Noah never complained. By faith, Noah built an ark. I wonder what people called Noah when he started building that humongous ship on dry land. Some thought he was nuts including some of his relatives! Still others mocked him unmercifully. But Captain Noah, that dry land pilot for 120 years, kept right on building. In 2 Peter he calls Noah “a preacher of righteousness." Noah's whole life was a sermon. As people poked fun of him and his ark, he calmly spoke of God's judgment coming because of their sins; but he also pointed them to the coming Savior who would save them if they turned to him. As far as we know, Noah converted no one! What would you think of your pastor if in 120 years of ministry, no one was converted through his preaching? No doubt some would feel, "What a flop! We sure got a loser!" But Noah wasn’t a flop and Noah wasn't a loser. He was faithful to the Lord. It was the people who flopped, for when the Flood came, they all perished. Only Noah and his family were saved.
Oh, how our world today needs more Noahs! Jesus has called you to be one of those Noahs. He has a plan for each of your lives. I don't know all the details, but I do know what his purpose is for your time here. Jesus says: You are the light of the world...You shall be my witnesses...Whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all to the glory of God. That's his assignment for you. Maybe it won't involve building a boat on dry land, but it will be a challenge with some difficult moments. At those times, you're going to feel very alone. When Noah was on this earth, he was a pretty lonesome minority. So was David when he went out against Goliath; and Elijah when he stood up against all those prophets of Baal. When Martin Luther nailed his theses on the door of the Castle Church, he was a lonesome minority, too. But all those Christians won. Why? Because when our Lord Jesus bowed his bleeding head on Calvary's Cross, he was a most conspicuous minority too -but he won the ultimate victory. He took away sin from us. He clobbered Satan. He even conquered the grave. If this God is for you, then who can really be against you? Be faithful to your Jesus in whatever he asks you to do for him in your lifetime. That world out there will call you "a flop" or "a loser," but the Bible tells you: “Stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain.”
For a whole year, Noah looked out of the window of the ark, and saw nothing but God's anger and God's Law. But the Bible says: the LORD remembered Noah. That Lord made the floodwaters subside! That Lord brought Noah and his family out of the ark again. Then that Lord gave them all his Gospel promise which included a beautiful sign called a rainbow! Every time Noah saw a rainbow, he remembered that his God would send a Savior, and until that Savior came back again for the second time, there would never again be such a terrible flood. Noah lived 350 more years. He faced more trials and more temptations, and he had more opportunities to witness for his Savior. And he walked with God. Now Noah lives forever with Jesus. Today is a great day in your lives. There is another, even greater day still coming for you - that’s the last day you walk on this earth. On that day I want all of you to be where Noah is right now. So I ask you to carry these five words always. Make them the never-ending story of your life: "AND HE WALKED WITH GOD"
Amen.
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